
 

 

THEO 5110 SYLLABUS 
North Park Theological Seminary 

Spring 2026, Thursdays 7:30 PM - 9:00 PM 
3 Credit Hours 

  (Syllabus subject to change) 

I. INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
Armida Belmonte Stephens 
abelmontestephens@northpark.edu 
Office phone: 773-244-5228 
Office hours: Wednesdays 12 noon to 2pm CST and Thursdays 2pm to 4pm CST; by 
appointment 

II. COURSE DESCRIPTION 
An introduction to the doctrines, methods, and tasks of Christian theology, seeking active 
appropriation of Christian faith in the context of the church and in engagement with the 
world (from Catalog).  

III. COURSE OBJECTIVES 
The successful student will: 
1. Identify and describe basic Christian doctrines, and significant theologians, in terms of 

their historical contexts and/or their contributions to the Christian theological tradition 
(KNOWLEDGE). 

2. Explain important theological themes, concepts and vocabulary, based on lectures and 
reading materials (COMPREHENSION). 

3. Connect the personal and pastoral relevance of Christian doctrine to contemporary life 
in various social contexts (ANALYSIS). 

4. In light of the significance of civil and collegial discourse, employ charity in dialogue 
with those who hold differing theological views from your own (APPLICATION). 

5. Defend a theological argument in academic writing by engaging, evaluating, and 
integrating various theological texts on a theme (SYNTHESIS, EVALUATION). 

This course contributes toward the following MACS, MACM, M.Div., & MATS learning 
outcomes: 

 Interpret the Christian historical and theological tradition for appropriation in the 
life and mission of the Church.  

 Demonstrate a theologically grounded ministerial identity and growing capacity to 
integrate it with the ministry of Christian formation  

 Engage diversity and exhibit growth towards inter-cultural competence for ministry 
reflective of God’s global redemptive work. 

IV. REQUIRED COURSE READING MATERIAL 
 Beth Felker Jones, Practicing Christian Doctrine, 2nd edition (Baker, 2023) ISBN 

978- 1540965141 
 Selections from Augustine, On Christian Teaching (provided in PDF)  
 Howard Thurman, Jesus and the Disinherited (Beacon Press, 1996) ISBN 978-

0807010297 
 Weekly readings from a diversity of viewpoints provided on Canvas 
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V. ASSESSMENTS (detailed information in Canvas) 
A. Preparation and Participation (10%) (CO 2, 3, 4: COMPREHENSION, ANALYSIS, 
APPLICATION) 

B. Online Reading Discussions (15%) (CO 1, 2, 3: KNOWLEDGE, COMPREHENSION, 
ANALYSIS) 

On most weeks, you will engage your classmates online by posting an original post about 
that week’s reading and responding to two of your classmates’ original posts.  

C. Textual Interaction Essays (20%) (CO 2, 3, 4: COMPREHENSION, ANALYSIS, 
APPLICATION) 

Two short essays (~1200 words each) in response to required textbooks. Their purpose is 
theological analysis rather than research, so outside research is not required.  

 
D. Exam (20%) (CO 1, 2, 4: KNOWLEDGE, COMPREHENSION, APPLICATION) 
A final exam covering important concepts, terms, figures, and events from the course 
readings and lectures will be given at the end of the semester.  
 
E. Final Paper (30%) (CO 1, 2, 3, 4, 5: KNOWLEDGE, COMPREHENSION, ANALYSIS, 
APPLICATION, SYNTHESIS)   
 
A 3000-word paper related to course themes/material on a topic/question of the student’s 
choosing in consultation with the professor. See the “Final Paper Guidelines” document on 
Canvas for more information.  

VI. GRADING 

Weight Given to Course Requirements for Grading 

Course Participation 10% 

Reading Discussions 20% 

Textual Interaction Essays 20%  

Exam 20%  

Final Paper 30% 
*Grade percentages operate as follows: A (93+), A- (90-92.9), B+ (87-89.9), B (83-86.9), B- (80-82.9), and 
so on.  

VII. ADDITIONAL COURSE GUIDELINES 
HYFLEX COURSE MODALITY  
In hyflex classrooms, our learning community combines in-person students and students 
joining the classroom by Zoom. Toward cultivating a respectful, accessible environment 
for mutual learning, we commit to the following: 
 All students are expected to come prepared for active, informed participation. 
 Students attending virtually: Think of your physical space as an extension of the 

classroom. Ensure that you are in a private, stable location that is free of visual and 
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audio distractions. It’s important that we all respect the integrity of classroom 
discussion. (For this same reason, please do not record class sessions or take 
screenshots without permission.) Please keep your camera and microphone on through 
the class session. Consider purchasing a microphone/headset to improve the quality of 
your sound. (Attendance in class assumes that you are present in this way.) 

 Students attending in person: Remember that the class and classroom extend to 
colleagues attending virtually; it’s important to remain visible as well. Please engage 
the full learning community. Registering for the campus section entails a commitment 
to joining the class in person. If you are too sick to come in person, or if you have an 
unavoidable scheduling conflict, please use one of your excused absences for the 
semester rather than joining by Zoom.  

 
Attendance: Only two class sessions can be missed without penalty to your final grade; 
five absences will result in failure. 

ACADEMIC HONESTY  
In keeping with our Christian heritage and commitment, North Park University is 
committed to the highest possible ethical and moral standards. Just as we will constantly 
strive to live up to these high standards, we expect our students to do the same. To that end, 
cheating of any sort will not be tolerated. Students who are discovered cheating will receive 
a failing grade on the assignment and are subject to discipline up to and including failure 
of a course and expulsion. Our definition of cheating includes but is not limited to: 

1. Plagiarism – the use of another’s work as one’s own without giving credit to the 
individual. This includes using materials from the internet. 

2. Copying another’s answers on an examination. 
3. Deliberately allowing another to copy one’s answers or work. 
4. Signing an attendance roster for another who is not present. 
5. Use of ChatGPT or other AI composition software to impersonate individual 

assignments.   
For additional information, see the Seminary Academic Catalog. 
 

ACCOMMODATIONS  
Your experience in this class is important to me. North Park is committed to creating 
inclusive and accessible learning environments consistent with federal and state law. If you 
have already established your accommodations, please share your accommodation letter 
with me so we can discuss how your accommodations will be implemented in this course. 
If you have not yet established services and have a temporary health condition or 
permanent disability that requires accommodations, please email the Disability Access 
Specialist or contact by phone (773-244-5737). Student Engagement facilitates the 
interactive process that establishes reasonable accommodations. 
 
TITLE IX & EQUITY  
In accordance with Title IX and Equity policies, North Park employees who become aware 
of any incident of discrimination, harassment, or retaliation based on sex, gender—
including pregnancy or related medical conditions—and other protected classes are 
required by policy to notify North Park University's Title IX & Equity Team by submitting 
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a report here. The Title IX coordinator will respond and manage concerns about students. 
The senior director of Human Resources will respond to and manage concerns about 
employees. You can obtain more information at the Title IX and Equal Opportunity web 
pages. 
 
INCOMPLETE GRADES  
If, due to extenuating circumstances (specifically, pregnancy, illness, personal and family 
issues, military assignment, etc.), a student anticipates they will be unable to complete 
course work within the allotted time, that student may request a grade of incomplete from 
the course instructor before the last week of class clearly stating the reason(s) for this 
request. Overscheduling and/or lack of self-discipline are not considered extenuating 
circumstances. If the request is timely and meets the criteria, student and instructor will 
submit the incomplete grade form and the grade for that class will be listed as “I” until the 
last day of the following semester. If coursework is not submitted by the last day of the 
following semester the listing of “I” will automatically be changed to “F.” For the full 
policy, see the Seminary Academic Catalog. 
 

VIII. COURSE SCHEDULE: AVAILABLE ON CANVAS 
 


